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led by the Municipality of Udine (Italy) which is committed in 
transferring the philosophy of PLAY to the other 7 Cities.

To promote PLAY at city level means to foster the social 

inclusion, healthy lifestyles & Sustainability, Cultural 

mediation, place-making & economic prosperity. 



Play in Events – Playful Festivals

Prior to our engagement –
 Not a huge culture of outdoor play 

or use of public spaces for play
 Weather
 Indoor activities and pub culture
 COVID19 cultural shift
 Playful Paradigm perfect 

opportunity 



OPEN FOR 
PLAY

Case 
Study: 

The 
Marina 

The Playful Paradigm provided an opportunity to

offer ‘OPEN FOR PLAY’ weekly events on the

Marina for four Sundays in October during the

Urban October Festival.

Playful Paradigm took over the 2.5km stretch of

road with outdoor play equipment and closed the

street to motorised traffic.



The effort was very positively received by 
members of the public, local officials and 
residents becoming a flagship scheme of 
Cork City’s Playful Paradigm URBACT 
effort which ultimately led to the full and 
permanent pedestrianisation of the 
Marina and is now earmarked for a near 
€4m promenade project





Placemaking Training July 2020

• The Placemaking training provided both practical information as well as 
inspiration to council members, local leaders, and community 
stakeholders, who want to improve the public environment in their city, 
town or region

• The ambition of the training was to change the perspective of the way 
planning and design professionals and local decision-makers look at a 
space and applying Placemaking principles, accompanied by intentional 
and effective community involvement for livelier, successful public spaces, 
that support both physical and mental health, resulting in a better overall 
community sense of place.    

• The learning methodology incorporated three specific components, 
namely –

1. weekly online presentations followed by 

2. online moderated discussions; and 

3. small group online and offline activities. 

• Three questions were consistent drivers throughout all the workshops 
namely: Place - what is? Place - what if? Place – who for?

‘Placemaking is essentially a 
multi-faceted approach to the 

planning, design and 
management of public spaces.   
Put simply, it involves looking 

at, listening to, and asking 
questions of the people in a 
particular space, in order to 

discover their needs and 
aspirations’ 







Effective placemaking is more 
like raising a child than 
designing a product.
It requires ongoing love, 
attention, learning, and many 
little investments to succeed.

The people who participate in a 
placemaking process come 
away with a different way of 
looking at public spaces and a 
greater ability to make change 
in other places around their 
community. 








