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Planning powers have passed to the new councils on 1st April 2015  
 
Regional planning will remain with central government (RDS, SPPS)  
 
DOE will:  
 
•provide a regional policy and guidance framework 
•determine regionally significant planning applications  
•provide an oversight role for district council local development 
plans  
 
New planning authorities  will: 
•Determine Local Planning applications 
•Administer planning Enforcement 
•Produce local development plans 
 

New Planning Authorities 
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Community Involvement 

Legitimises the Plan 
Important to engage widely 

Various methods of Engagement 
SCI advises of who, how and when people can 

become involved 



• Requirement of Planning Act 2011 for new 
Councils.   

• Sets out policy for involving the community in  

• the production of the development plan and  

• the consideration of planning applications 

• Planning Enforcement 

• Supplementary Planning Guidance 

•s 

Statement of Community Involvement 
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Health Epidemic 



Local Development Plan Health Epidemic 



“The inevitable strain of life 
can be eased by good housing 
conditions, good working 
conditions, good opportunity 
for the enjoyment of leisure, 
freedom for proper rest, with 
the proper opportunity for 
fresh food” 
Norman Macfadyen, TCPA Chair 
(1929-44) & Letchworth Garden 
City’s first medical officer of health  

Not so far apart Not so far apart 



“A healthy weight environment 
helps rather than hinders people to 
avoid being overweight or obese 
through how the place is planned, 
designed and what it provides” 

 

A. Movement and Access 
 
 

B. Open spaces, play and 
recreation 

 

C. Food 
 

 

D. Neighbourhood spaces 
 
 

E. Buildings 
 
 

F. Local economy 

 



1. Movement and Access 
Evidence 

Eg: Streets and parks designed to be 
safer and more attractive were the most 
common changes people reported 
would encourage them to walk more 
(RIBA Healthy Cities Report 2012).  

 

Planning 

• Walking environment 

• Cycling environment 

• Local transport services 

 

References and Guidance 

Eg: Sport England & PHE - Active Design 
(Oct 2015) 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNqS8-LEzsgCFUJtFAod7msBrQ&url=http://www.communitygreenway.co.uk/News?page=48&psig=AFQjCNF0uee2z-efvph6yOJUQccCTAZA1Q&ust=1445344171568009


2. Open Space, Play and Recreation 
Evidence 

Eg: People in communities with 
abundant greenspace generally 
enjoy better health.  
 

Planning 

• Open spaces 

• Leisure & recreational spaces 

• Play spaces 
 

References and Guidance 

Eg: Fields in Trust - Guidance for 
Outdoor Sport and Play (Nov 2015) 

 

Private Eye Magazine 



3. Access to healthy food 
Evidence 
Eg: Evidence link fastfood 
takeaways and childhood obesity 
on proximity, access? 
 
Planning 
• Limit over-concentration of 

fastfood takeaway frontages 
• Manage proximity and access 

to (un)healthy eating places 
• Food growing (allotments) 
 
References and Guidance 
Eg: London Takeaways Toolkit David Lock Associates 



4. Neighbourhood Spaces 
Evidence 
Eg: 65% of people that are currently 
not active outdoors are more likely 
to participate less than two miles 
from home (Sport England 2015) 
 
Planning 
• Community/ social infrastructure 

based on local need 
• Public spaces and public realm 

 
References and Guidance 
Eg: London Social Infrastructure 
SPG/ Public Realm SPDs 

Norwich City Council 



5. Buildings 
Evidence 
Eg: Where people live and the 
quality of their home have a 
substantial impact on health and 
wellbeing – areas of deprivation, 
social housing. 
  
Planning 
• Homes – space standards, 

storage, kitchen area etc 
• Commercial building access 
• Public sector building access 

 
References and Guidance 
Eg: BRE Communities, BREEAM, 
National Space Standards 



6. Local Economy 
Evidence 
Eg: If an individual is poor, he or she 
is more likely to be affected by 
obesity and its health and wellbeing 
consequences. (Public Health 
England 2014) 
 
Planning 
• Accessibility to diverse town 

centre/ high street uses 
• Local labour/ employment 

opportunities and access 
 

References and Guidance 
Eg: Council Local Employment SPDs 

Barton Oxford LLP 



Questions? 


