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Planning powers have passed to the new councils on 1st April 2015  
 
Regional planning will remain with central government (RDS, SPPS)  
 
DOE will:  
 
Åprovide a regional policy and guidance framework 
Ådetermine regionally significant planning applications  
Åprovide an oversight role for district council local development 
plans  
 
New planning authorities  will: 
ÅDetermine Local Planning applications 
ÅAdminister planning Enforcement 
ÅProduce local development plans 
 

New Planning Authorities 



TCPA, 2015 

Regional 
Development 

Strategy 

Strategic Planning 
Policy Statement 

Community Plan 
          AREA 

Local Community 
Groups 

Local Plan 
          LOCAL 

Belfast City Council 

          REGIONAL 

Structure of Planning 

Outline Planning 
Application 

          AREA/ SITE 
Developer/ 
Applicant 

Reserved Matters 
Planning Application 

          Department 

Permitted 
Development 

Building 
Regulations 

          LOCAL 
Local Authority 

Structure of Planning  



Councilôs 

Corporate Plan 

Local 

Development 

Plan 

Belfast 

Agenda 

The Community Plan 

The Belfast Agenda and new Development Plan  



 

 

Community Involvement 

Legitimises the Plan 
Important to engage widely 

Various methods of Engagement 
SCI advises of who, how and when people can 

become involved 



ÅRequirement of Planning Act 2011 for new 
Councils.   

ÅSets out policy for involving the community in  

Åthe production of the development plan and  

Åthe consideration of planning applications 

ÅPlanning Enforcement 

ÅSupplementary Planning Guidance 

Ås 

Statement of Community Involvement 
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Health Epidemic 



Local Development Plan Health Epidemic 



ά¢ƘŜ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƴ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ 
can be eased by good housing 
conditions, good working 
conditions, good opportunity 
for the enjoyment of leisure, 
freedom for proper rest, with 
the proper opportunity for 
ŦǊŜǎƘ ŦƻƻŘέ 
Norman Macfadyen, TCPA Chair 
(1929-44) & Letchworth Garden 
/ƛǘȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ  

Not so far apart Not so far apart 



ά! ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ 
helps rather than hinders people to 
avoid being overweight or obese 
through how the place is planned, 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎέ 

 

A. Movement and Access 
 
 

B. Open spaces, play and 
recreation 

 

C. Food 
 

 

D. Neighbourhood spaces 
 
 

E. Buildings 
 
 

F. Local economy 

 



1. Movement and Access 
Evidence 

Eg: Streets and parks designed to be 
safer and more attractive were the most 
common changes people reported 
would encourage them to walk more 
(RIBA Healthy Cities Report 2012).  

 

Planning 

ÅWalking environment 

Å Cycling environment 

Å Local transport services 

 

References and Guidance 

Eg: Sport England & PHE - Active Design 
(Oct 2015) 
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