Mapping Exercise  
The built/natural environment and children  
Background & Context 
The built and natural environment has a significant impact on the health of people and action is required to create safe, health nurturing environments for everyone. 

Environments which work for children tend to support everyone, while also supporting the healthy development of children and enabling them to develop a role as valued members within their community. 

Belfast Healthy Cities is developing action on Child Friendly Cities, under the umbrella of the Regeneration and Healthy Urban Environments (R&HUE) programme that delivers action on behalf of the Belfast Strategic Partnership (BSP) and Belfast as a World Health Organization (WHO) Healthy City. The key aim of this work is to collate and share evidence, and pilot innovative approaches, that support the development of child friendly space within the built and natural environment. 
‘’It is vital…to achieve a better understanding of the subtle and complex contribution of environment to health and wellbeing. Today issues are less about toxic or infectious threats but rather the capacity of ugly scarred and threatening environments to foster hopelessness and stress, discourage active healthy lives and healthy behaviours’’ (Foreword Dr Harry Burns, Good Places, Better Health Implementation Plan).    
The purpose of this mapping exercise is to identify work in relation to the built environment which may have an impact on children. The focus is on current and planned actions delivered in the Greater Belfast area and regional policy initiatives.

This will help to identify a shared picture across sectors of what is currently being developed and what is needed to create places that nurture health and wellbeing and reduce health inequalities. This will promote collaborative working, maximise the use of resources and help avoid duplication of work. Additionally, it will help outline and form action that aims to deliver new and more effective ways of considering place, health and children. 
Belfast Healthy Cities would appreciate if you could complete the following questionnaire and return to Belfast Healthy Cities by Friday 14th of June 2013. Please return to laura@belfasthealthycities.com. 

If you need any further information or would like support to complete the questionnaire via the telephone, please contact Laura McDonald directly (email: laura@belfasthealthycities.com or tel: (028) 9032 8811). The questionnaire will take approximately 15 minutes to complete. 
Contact information:

Contact person:______________________________________________________

Position: ___________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Telephone: ___________________  Email:________________________________

	Q1a. Does your organisation have a policy remit or contribute to improving the health and wellbeing of children through policy or actions on the built/natural environment?           Yes/No 

If ‘yes’ please explain further: 




	Q1b. Does your organisation have any current or forthcoming/planned projects which focus on the built environment and/or land use planning which may have a direct or indirect impact on the health and wellbeing of children?     Yes/No 
If ‘yes’ please outline in the box below:




	Project/ Initiative Title 
	

	Timescale 
	

	Brief Description –aims/objectives, approach
(50 words per project)

	

	Geographical area/particular interest group 
	

	Lead organization & partners contact details
	


	Project/Initiative Title
	

	Brief Description –aims/objectives, approach
(50 words per project)


	

	Challenges & how these were overcome/addressed
	

	Geographical 
Area/particular interest group 
	

	Lead organization & partners contact details
	


(please copy and paste further tables, as necessary)
	Q1c. If you answered ‘No’ to Q1a or Q1b please tell us why? Please indicate from the below options 
· Not organisational policy remit

· Limited opportunities/incentive to consider impact on children

· Children not a specific target population  
· Lack of resources 

· Other – please specify………………………………………………………



	Q1d. Would you/your organisation consider becoming a partner to further develop the concept of nurturing the health and wellbeing of children through action on the built environment? Yes/No 
Please indicate in which way you/your organisation could become involved: 
· Learn and share information with others 

· Participation in relevant policy development/pilot project  
· Development of an intersectoral action plan
· Implementation of an action plan 

· Other, please specify………………………………………………………………




	Q. 2. Do you know other organisations that should be contacted who are working with this remit? Yes/No 
If you do please identify three (please identify relevant contact person, if possible)
1. 

2.

3.




Q. 3.  Can you identify key issues in the built environment that have an impact on children’s health and wellbeing and should be addressed? 

Please list:
	Q.4. Any further comments?  



Thank you for completing this questionnaire.

Please return this questionnaire to:
Laura McDonald at Belfast Healthy Cities by
Email: laura@belfasthealthycities.com 
or return to Belfast Healthy Cities, 22-24 Lombard St, Belfast, BT1 1RD Tel: 028 9032 8811 
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